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^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on il^3Q^ 2000 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action : 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill .in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Notermans et al (U.S. 4,843,571) in view of 
Collard et al (U.S. 5,825,988). 

As to claim 1, Notermans et al discloses a network print 
system comprising: a computer terminal (1) having, a processor 
(inherently), a computer user interface (4), and a computer 
display (5) , the processor being configured to produce a print 
request message in response to information provided through the 
computer user interface (4), the print request message containing 
image data, and the print request message not uniquely 
identifying a device for printing the image data; at least one 
printer (3) communicatively coupled to the computer terminal (1), 
the at least one printer (3) having a printer user interface (8) 
with a data input device (13) and a data display device (14); and 



a host computer (2 and 6) communicatively coupled to the at least 
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one printer (3) and the computer terminal (1) and configured to 
receive the print request message, the host computer (2 and 6) 
having a memory (6) in which the image data is stored, and a host 
computer processor (2) configured to produce a identity code 
associated with the print request message and send the identity 
code to the computer terminal (1), wherein the computer terminal 
(1) being configured to display on the display (5) an indication 
of the identity code provided by the host computer (2 and 6), the 
host computer (2 and 6) being configured to recognize when the 
identity code is input to a particular printer of the at least 
one printer (3) via the printer user interface (8) and configured 
to, based on the identity code input, associate the particular 
printer with the print request message and identify the 
particular printer (3) as the printer for receiving the print 
request message, and provide the image data to the identified 
particular printer (3) for printing. Notermans et al does not 
teach wherein the identity code is a job number. Collard et al 
teaches a network print system wherein stored data files are not 
printed until a go-ahead print command is received, wherein the 
go-ahead print command is a name of the data file; (see column 
10, lines 30-60) . Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to have modified Notermans et al wherein: the identity 
code is a job number. It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified Notermans et al by the teaching of Collard 
et al because (1) for the reasons taught by Collard et al at 
column 1, lines 20-55 and (2) so that the user identity code can 
be the job number of the job that the user wants to print. 

As to claim 2, Notermans et al does not teach wherein the 
identity code is a job number and a computer user interface 
configured to receive a password entered by a user, the processor 
being configured to produce a print request message containing 
image data and the password, the host computer having a memory in 
which the image data and the password are stored, a host computer 
processor produces a job number and stores the job number in the 
memory in association with the image data and password and the 
host processor being configured to recognize when the job number 
and password are input to a particular printer of the at least 
one printer via the printer user interface and configured to, 
based on the job number input, associate the particular printer 
with the print request message and identify the particular 
printer as the printer for receiving the print request message 
and provide the image data to the identified particular printer 
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for printing. Collard et al teaches a network print system 
wherein stored data files are not printed until a go-ahead print 
command is received, wherein the go-ahead print command is a name 
of the data file and a computer user interface configured to 
receive a password entered by a user, the processor being 
configured to produce a print request message containing image 
data and the password, the host computer having a memory in which 
the image data and the password are stored, a host computer 
processor produces a job number and stores the job number in the 
memory in association with the image data and password and the 
host processor being configured to recognize when the job number 
and password are input to a particular printer of the at least 
one printer via the printer user interface and configured to, 
based on the job number input, associate the particular printer 
with the print request message and identify the particular 
printer as the printer for receiving the print request message 
and provide the image data to the identified particular printer 
for printing (see column 10, lines 30-60) . Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Notermans et al 
wherein the identity code is a job number and a computer user 
interface configured to receive a password entered by a user, the 
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processor being configured to produce a print request message 
containing image data and the password, the host computer having 
a memory in which the image data and the password are stored, a 
host computer processor produces a job number and stores the job 
number in the memory in association with the image data and 
password and the host processor being configured to recognize 
when the job number and password are input to a particular 
printer of the at least one printer via the printer user 
interface and configured to, based on the job number input, 
associate the particular printer with the print request message 
and identify the particular printer as the printer for receiving 
the print request message and provide the image data to the 
identified particular printer for printing. It would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Notermans et al by the 
teaching of Collard et al because (1) for the reasons taught by 
Collard et al at column 1, lines 20-55; (2) so that the user 
identity code can be the job number of the job that the user 
wants to print; (3) the password can be provided for extra 
security and making sure that the right user will receive his 
print job. As for the rest of the claimed subject matter, 
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applicant is directed to the remarks and the discussion made in 
claim 1 above. 

As to claim 3, Notermans et al discloses a printer memory 
(print queue) configured to hold a user identity code, at least 
one of the host computer (2 and 6) and the at least one printer 
(3) being configured to determine if an input data input through 
the printer user interface (8) of a particular printer of the at 
least one printer matches the identity code, and if so, to 
associate the particular printer with the print request message, 
identify the particular printer as the printer for receiving the 
print request message and provide the image data to the 
particular printer (3), the at least one printer (3) being 
configured to determine whether a identity code input via the 
printer user interface (8) matches the identity code stored in 
the printer memory and if so printing a document corresponding to 
the image data; (see column 5, lines 10-26) . As for the rest of 
the claimed subject matter, applicant is directed to the remarks 
and the discussion made in claim 2 above. 

As to claims 4-5, Notermans et al as modified discloses a 
secure method for printing a document in a network print system. 
The steps of claims 4-5 are similar to the network print system 
of claim 1, and are therefore similarly rejected. 



* 
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As to claim 6, Notermans et al as modified discloses a 
secure method for printing a document in a network print system. 
The steps of claim 6 are similar to the network print system of 
claim 2, and is therefore similarly rejected. 

As to claim 7, Notermans et al as modified discloses a 
secure method for printing a document in a network print system. 
The steps of claim 7 are similar to the network print system of 
claim 3, and is therefore similarly rejected. 

As to claim 8, Notermans et al as modified discloses a 
secure network print system. The means plus functions of claim 8 
are similar to the network print system of claim 1, and is 
therefore similarly rejected. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 11/30/2000 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant arguments stated and presented on page 8, line 1, 
to page 9, line 11, in the Amendment, filed on 11/30/2000, have 
been fully considered, but they are not found to be persuasive 
because of the following reason (s): 
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(1) The claimed recitation of "a particular printer of said 
at least one printer" and the claimed recitation of "said host 
processor being configured to recognize when said job number is 
input to a particular printer of said at least one printer via 
said printer user interface and configured to, based on said job 
number input, associate said particular printer with said print 
request message and identify the particular printer as the 
printer for receiving the print request message, and provide said 
image data to said identified particular printer for printing", 
the claimed printer, reads on printer (3) disclosed by Notermans 
et al, since only one printer is being claimed in the claims. 

(2) Notermans et al discloses a network print system 
comprising: a computer terminal (1) having, a processor 
(inherently), a computer user interface (4), and a computer 
display (5), the processor being configured to produce a print 
request message in response to information provided through the 
computer user interface (4), the print request message containing 
image data, and the print request message not uniquely 
identifying a device for printing the image data; at least one 
printer (3) communicatively coupled to the computer terminal (1), 
the at least one printer (3) having a printer user interface (8) 
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with a data input device (13) and a data display device (14); and 
a host computer (2 and 6) communicatively coupled to the at least 
one printer (3) and the computer terminal (1) and configured to 
receive the print request message, the host computer (2 and 6) 
having a memory (6) in which the image data is stored, and a host 
computer processor (2) configured to produce a identity code 
associated with the print request message and send the identity 
code to the computer terminal (1), wherein the computer terminal 
(1) being configured to display on the display (5) an indication 
of the identity code provided by the host computer (2 and 6) , the 
host computer (2 and 6) being configured to recognize when the 
identity code is input to a particular printer of the at least 
one printer (3) via the printer user interface (8) and configured 
to, based on the identity code input, associate the particular 
printer with the print request message and identify the 
particular printer (3) as the printer for receiving the print 
request message, and provide the image data to the identified 
particular printer (3) for printing. 

Notermans et al does not teach wherein the identity code is 
a job number. 

Collard et al teaches a network print system wherein stored 
data files are not printed until a go-ahead print command is 
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received, wherein the go-ahead print command is a name of the 
data file; (see column 10, lines 30-60) . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have modified Notermans et al wherein: the identity code is a job 
number . 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified 
Notermans et al by the teaching of Collard et al because (1) for 
the reasons taught by Collard et al at column 1, lines 20-55 and 
(2) so that the user identity code can be the job number of the 
job that the user wants to print. 



Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of 
the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is 
not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
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statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire 
on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Dov 
Popovici whose telephone number is (703) 305-3830. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draft communications, such as 
proposed amendments to be discussed at an interview; please 
label such communications "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

or hand-carried to: 

Crystal Park Two 
2121 Crystal Drive 
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Arlington. VA. 

Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 



Dov Popovici 
February 8, 2001 



DOV POPOVICI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

Dov Popovici 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 



